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DHS 2018 English II Pre-AP Summer Reading Assignment 

Lord of the Flies  
 

This summer you will be reading William Golding’s allegorical novel Lord of the Flies, in which a group of young 
boys crash on a deserted island and fiercely struggle to survive with no food, no shelter, no grownups, and no rules. 
How will these children behave when removed from civilization and human nature takes over?  
 
Complete ALL THREE TASKS below—DUE the FIRST DAY of school: 
 

TASK 1:  READ and annotate—underline and make notes in your book—as you read. Purchase a book copy 
from Amazon, Barnes and Noble, or a used bookstore so that you can write in it.  Annotation will be necessary 
for class discussions and writing assignments at the beginning of school. Annotate by: 

 Writing questions that come to mind as you read. You do not need to answer the questions, but the asking 
enhances your understanding as you read. 

 Jotting what you notice that strikes you or shows the author’s craft – e. g.: characterization, theme, major 
motifs (anything that repeats or a pattern that emerges), conflict, symbolism, significant plot events, 
imagery, figurative language, passages that show a shift, etc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                            
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sample Annotations 

                                  
 

 

TASK 2:  AS YOU COMPLETE CHAPTERS or AFTER COMPLETING THE WHOLE BOOK, choose one 
significant passage from 8 of the 12 chapters and write one journal entry about that passage (8 journal entries 
total). See instructions below and examples on the back. Use an ink pen, not pencil.  
Divide your paper into two columns 

1. On the left, copy the entire passage. Use quotation marks and cite page number. 
2. On the right, record your commentary.  

Your commentary should accomplish the following: 
1) put the passage in the proper context (What’s going on in the story?) 
2) analyze how the literary devices in the quotation relate to its meaning 
3) explain the significance of the quotation to the work as a whole 
4) integrate key words and phrases from the passage in this commentary 

   

Annotation Tips for Fiction 
 Make brief notes at the top of the page or on a sticky note to mark important plot events. 
 Circle or highlight unfamiliar or unusual words. Try to figure out what the words mean.  
 Highlight descriptive words or phrases when a new character is introduced. (Try not to highlight whole sentences). 
 Mark words, images, and details that repeat (form a pattern) throughout the text AND highlight passages you 

think might be symbolic. 
 When you get an idea while reading, note it in the margin. You may never think of this idea again unless you write 

it down. 
 If you have a question about something in the text, write it in the margin. 
 Don’t mark too much. If you mark everything, nothing will stand out.  Use your own words--don’t try to be fancy.  

Remember, your annotations are for you! 
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Tips for Choosing Passages:  Look for passages that seem significant, powerful, thought-provoking, or 
puzzling—passages that strike you in some way more than others. For example: 

 Effective and/or creative use of stylistic or literary devices 

 Shifts or turns in the plot 

 A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before 

 Shows a pattern: recurring image, idea, color, symbols or motifs. 

 Events you find surprising or confusing 

 Passages that illustrate a particular character or setting 
How to respond to passages critically:  

 Analyze the text for use of literary devices (diction, imagery, detail, structure, tone) 

 Make connections between different characters or events in the text 

 Make connections to a different text (or film, song, etc.) 

 Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s) 

 Analyze a passage and its relationship to the story as a whole 
   

Sample Double-Entry Journal  

 
    
 

TASK 3:  AFTER COMPLETING THE WHOLE BOOK, find one single sentence or a “golden line” from the 

entire reading that strikes you. Then find a visual image (online photo or your own original drawing) that in 
some way represents the sentence that struck you. Attach the image and sentence to the assignment. 

1. Write an analysis explaining HOW the image captures the sentence you chose. 
2. Cite both your image and the text using MLA style at www.citationmachine.net or www.bibme.org   

 
 
All responses must be original. Copying from other sources violates the DISD Academic Integrity Guidelines and will 
result in disciplinary consequences. If you have questions about this assignment, please contact Mrs. Millard, PAP 
English II teacher, at emillard@dickinsonisd.org. 
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